2022 Public Works Road & Bridge Construction
Project Line-Up
The Blue Earth County Public Works
Department is ramping up for another busy
construction season. Here is a summary of
upcoming projects:
Bridge Projects: Blue Earth County received
bridge replacement funding on four rural
County owned bridges as part of the October
2020 State bonding bill. The County Road 7
Bridge over Maple River was replaced last
summer/fall. The other three bridges and
their anticipated replacement schedule are
as follows:
•
County Road 40 bridge over Willow
Creek in Pleasant Mound Township –
Construction scheduled from May –
August 2022.
•
County Road 169 bridge over the Little
Cobb River in Medo Township –
Construction scheduled from May –
July 2022.
•
County Road 151 bridge over the Maple
River in Sterling Township – Contractor
and construction dates not yet finalized.

ANTICIPATED COMPLETION

COST

CONTRACTOR

County Road 7 in Mapleton

Late August 2022

$1.2 Million

WW Blacktopping

County Road 11

November 2022

$6.2 Million

TBD

County Road 12

November 2022

$2.6 Million

TBD

County Road 16

Fall 2023

$2.5 Million

TBD

County Roads 10 & 72

2023

$2.2 Million

TBD

PROJECT

(Estimation)

County Road 7 in Mapleton: A 3-lane urban
road with a bituminous trail on the east side
and a new sidewalk on the west side from
Borchert Street to Lincoln Street.

County Road 10 and County Road 72 both
in Vernon Center: Joint projects led by the
City of Vernon Center as part of a larger City
project.

County Road 11 from County Road 20 to MN
HWY 68, County Road 12 from County Road
26 (east) to County Road 2, and County Road
16 from the Le Sueur River to County Road
90: Are all 2 lane, 10-ton rural highways
that will see safety improvements, widened
shoulders, improved in-slopes, & improved
drainage.

Paving Projects: Bituminous overlays will
be placed on County Roads 5, 14, 27, 34,
41, 47, and 48 to improve ride quality and
increase road strength. Minnesota Paving
and Materials is the prime contractor on this
$3.7 million project.

County Redistricts for Elections
for the Next Ten Years
The Board of Commissioners completed a major
step in the months-long redistricting process
at its April 5 meeting. The board approved
redistricting principles and then conducted
a public hearing before selecting one of two
staff-recommended redistricting plans.
Redistricting is the process of redrawing the
boundaries of election districts all the way down
to the county commissioners and city wards.
Redistricting ensures every person is as equally
represented as possible and occurs after each
Census. The County began redistricting work in
early 2022 and conducted a public open house
in March to solicit feedback.
The selected plan complies with state laws regarding redistricting, follows city and township
created precinct boundaries, and embraces the county’s redistricting principles. While two
commissioners will continue to represent most of the townships and small cities of the county,
the new plan is different than the existing map. The new plan assigns parts of Mankato Township
on the growing east side of Mankato to the commissioners that represent those parts of the city.
Additionally, the new plan shifts one city-based commissioner district north while also bringing
in more of a fourth commissioner district into the westerly part of the city around the Sibley Park
and Lincoln Park areas.
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Help Us Decide the Future of the Rapidan Dam
PROJECT OVERVIEW
From April through June 2022, Blue Earth County will be seeking your input on the future of the Rapidan Dam.
Numerous engagement opportunities will be available now through June 2022 to collect the community’s input
on the project, including a survey, pop-up events, and open houses.
Rapidan Dam is located in Rapidan Township on the Blue Earth River. The dam was built over 100 years ago and
has been managed by Blue Earth County for the last 46 years. Throughout the years, the dam has experienced
regular flooding—the second-highest flood on record occurring as recently as 2019. These flood events and the
toll of time have caused significant damage to the dam’s structure and usability.
Because of this, doing nothing is no longer a long-term solution. Action needs to be taken to address the
current condition of the dam.
To find a solution for this ongoing problem, Blue Earth County worked with Barr Engineering in 2021 to conduct
a study that identified two feasible solutions for the dam’s state of disrepair: repair or remove the dam. Both
options have significant costs, and each has its opportunities, trade-offs, and timeframes.
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REPAIRING THE DAM
•

Returning the dam to working condition would cost an
estimated $15 million and take about 4 years to make
repairs.

Removing the dam would cost an estimated $82 million
and take approximately 10 years for permitting and
removal.

•

This also includes re-establishing the river and replacing
the County Road 9 bridge south of the dam.

•

It will require ongoing maintenance and inspection costs.

•

•

It will generate a minimal amount of revenue for Blue
Earth County each year once repaired.

Removing the dam would restore the flow of the Blue
Earth River.

•

Could be transformed into a destination for horseback
riding, multi-use trails, or other activities.

•

The dam has not generated power since 2019.

•
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While a payment plan has not been determined for either option, the county will seek federal and state
funding to assist with payment for these improvements and may also require the use of local resources.

WE WANT YOUR FEED BACK!
With this big decision looming, the County Board is seeking your input so they can understand the community’s needs and concerns before
making their decision. Your feedback is critical, so the County Board can make the best decision for the future of the Rapidan Dam. Get involved by
visiting the website.

These changes are due to a shift in the county’s population into the city of Mankato. The county’s
population grew about 8% between 2010 and 2020, however there was 13% growth in Mankato
and just under 0.5% loss of population throughout the rest of the county. Mankato now accounts
for about two of every three county residents.

EDDM

The county board selected a redistricting plan that provided as equal representation to every
resident, no matter where they lived, while still respecting the fact that a lot of the work of a
county commissioner is related to addressing constituent concerns on issues such as planning
and zoning and agricultural drainage.   
The redistricting plan will update the voting information for every residential address in the
county so voters’ polling locations may change. Voters will receive a postcard in the mail later
this summer with their voting information.
Voters can learn more about the redistricting process, including seeing a larger image of the new
map and copies of the plan’s resolution and principles, by visiting the county’s website at www.
blueearthcountymn.gov/1595/Redistricting.

REMOVING THE DAM
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Connect with us by mail at
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or by submitting your comment online at
www.blueearthcountymn.gov/connect

May 24 - Special Primary Election
A special primary election to select the candidates
who will eventually run in a special election to fill the
now vacant seat in the US First Congressional District
is scheduled for May 24. This election utilizes the
existing redistricting map and polling places. Voters
should double check their voting location or request
an absentee ballot to vote from home at
www.mnvotes.org.

Sheriff’s Office Purchases
Mobile Fingerprint Scanner
The Sheriff’s Office recently implemented use of a mobile fingerprint scanner.  The scanner
is a mobile identification solution that helps identify a subject through their fingerprint
record. The scanner is an all-in-one device which is based upon smartphone technology.
Offenders often attempt to conceal their identity and attempt to pass themselves off as
someone else.  Instead of transporting the person to jail for fingerprinting, deputies can
use the scanner in the field to capture fingerprints which are then sent to RAPID-ID for
matching results.
The fingerprints obtained at the scene are then compared across multiple databases
capable of providing previous arrest data and mugshot images within minutes. The device
will also alert the deputy if the person is wanted or if other hazards exist.
The mobile fingerprint scanner was purchased with grant funds in an effort to improve
public safety and overall service to the community. Beyond use by deputies, the Sheriff’s
Office plans to use the technology to assist other law enforcement agencies in and around
Blue Earth County.

SERVING?
Citizen input is important. Get involved.
Apply today.
THE FOLLOWING HUMAN SERVICES
COMMITTEES HAVE OPENINGS:
- SOCIAL SERVICES TASK FORCE
- HUMAN SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE

TO APPLY:
www.blueearthcountymn.gov/hscommittees
507-304-4064

The Blue Earth County Library
System’s 2022 Summer Learning
Program, “One Minnesota, Many
Stories,” kicks off on June 6 and
features two
months of
events,
activities,
and
learning
for
children of
all ages (even
for adults!). Visit the library or
beclibrary.org to learn more.

WE'RE
HIRING

Blue Earth County
employs over
475 people in
full and part-time
positions.
Apply today
to join our
team!

APPLY ONLINE

Tax Payment Options

Property owners are reminded that the first half of real estate taxes are due on Monday,
May 16th. A variety of payment options are listed below:
•
By Mail: Send to Blue Earth County Property & Environmental Resources at
PO BOX 3567, Mankato MN 56002-3567
•
In-Person: Visit Property & Environmental Resources on the second floor of the
Blue Earth County Government Center located at 410 S 5th Street, Mankato from
8 AM to 5 PM Monday through Friday
•
Drop Box Locations: Drop boxes are located at the Blue Earth County Government
Center (410 S 5th Street, near Door B – see photo) and Cub Foods
(1800 Madison Ave, Mankato)
•
Automated Payments: Sign up for the automated payment program at
www.blueearthcountymn.gov/automaticpayment. Application must be received more
than 3 weeks prior to the due date.
•
Online: Payments by credit card (2.49% fee) or eCheck ($1.49 per transaction) can be
made on the County’s website
•
Bank Locations: MinnStar Bank in Lake Crystal & St. Clair State Bank in St. Clair

Understanding Mental Health & Mental Illness
May is Mental Health Awareness Month and an opportunity for us
to better understand mental health and mental illness. Mental
health is a “state of well-being in which every person realizes his
or her own potential, can cope with the normal stresses of life, can
work productively and fruitfully, and is able to contribute to her or
his community” (World Health Organization).  Mental health is also
described as the “overall wellness of how you think, regulate your
feelings and behave.” (Mayo Clinic). Mental health is an important
part of our overall health and wellness however, many people
experience mental health conditions or disorders which are also
known as mental illness(es).
These conditions can affect a person’s mood, thinking and behavior.
Mental illnesses are far more common than people realize, and
people often do not seek help due to stigma, shame, or fear. Just like
any other health condition, proper diagnosis and treatment may be
needed.
Most people who are diagnosed with a serious mental illness can
manage their symptoms by actively seeking treatment. However,
some people experience serious mental illnesses which may prevent
them from being able to work or manage daily life without additional
help. With the right kind of treatment, many people with mental
illnesses can overcome difficulties and lead meaningful, productive
lives.
According to Mayo Clinic and other health information sources,
there are many mental health conditions, each with its own signs
and symptoms. An adult or child may need professional help if
experiencing:
•
Noticeable personality, eating or sleeping changes
•
No longer being able to manage daily problems or activities
•
Lack of interest or participation in usual activities
•
Unusual or “magical” thinking
•
Excessive worry or anxiety
•
Lasting sadness or depression
•
Thoughts of harming self or others
•
Severe changes in mood
•
Excessive anger or violent behavior
•
Misuse of alcohol or other drugs
Additional symptoms to be aware of with children:
•
Decrease in school performance even though the child may be
trying but is just not able  to do the work (difficulty concentrating,
periods of confusion or forgetfulness)
•
Repeated or continual refusal to go to school or participate in
normal activities (isolating and withdrawing from others)
•
Hyperactivity or fidgeting

Statistics Show:

1 in 5 U.S. adults
experience mental illness
each year.
1 in 20 U.S. adults
experience serious
mental illness each year.
1 in 6 U.S. youth
experience mental
disorder each year.
50% of all lifetime mental
illness begins by age 14 &
75% by age 24.

Protect Yourself and Family from Being Victimized by Fraud

Congressionally Directed
Spending
In mid-March, Minnesota U.S. Senators Amy Klobuchar and Tina Smith announced they had
secured federal funding for Blue Earth County’s Energy Efficiency Project in the amount of
$4.33 million. The largest share, $3.8 million, of the funding will be used for LED lighting
and lighting control upgrades throughout county buildings. Another area of focus will be
adding a total of 20 electric vehicle charging stations spread out amongst each of the
county buildings. Lastly, in planning for construction of the new Public Works campus,
the County plans to install a solar panel on the roof of the cold-storage building that will
provide energy to the campus and installation of a geothermal heating and cooling system
at that site. Preliminary data shows that if all the efficiency steps are taken, the county
should save about $130,000 a year in energy costs and see 2.8 million pounds of carbon
reduction annually.

Now is the time of year that we see an increase in scams and
fraud. People pretend to be from an organization you know;
they say there is a problem or a prize; they pressure you to
act immediately; and they tell you to pay in a certain way.
Remember, never give out your personal information. For
more resources related to scams and identity theft, visit:
www.blueearthcountymn.gov/attorney.
Do not leave your
wallet, purse,
computer, or other
valuables unattended
at any time.

Keep all credit card
receipts. Shred all
credit card offers.
Never give your
www.transunion.com
credit card # to
someone calling
you.

If you become a victim, report it to
law enforcement & the following
credit reporting bureaus:
EXPERIAN

TRANSUNION

EQUIFAX

888.397.3742
www.experian.com

800.680.7289
www.transunion.com

800.525.6285
www.equifax.com

Do not list your
drivers license
number on your
personal checks.

TAKE A MOMENT TO THINK IT THROUGH.
Lock all doors when
you are away from your
home or office.

IF IT SEEMS TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE, IT IS
PROBABLY TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE.

