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Jail Purchases & Implements
Intercept Transmission
X-Ray System
In May 2021, the Jail purchased and implemented an Intercept Transmission
X-Ray Body Scanner System for high-security screening. Blue Earth County was
the fourth jail in the State of Minnesota to purchase and implement the body
scanning system.
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What can I do to protect myself and others?Mark Piepho, Vice-Chair
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In previous years, the deadline to apply for homestead classification was December 15th. The
date has changed to December 31st.

Contact the Property & Environmental Resources Department
with questions about this classification by calling 507-304-4251.

FALL/WINTER 2021

It is a large undertaking with Census
questionnaires available online or mailed
to every household in the nation. Census
workers visit homes where no responses
are received. Minnesota finished top of the
nation with a 75% household self-response
rate. Blue Earth County’s rate was 73%.
The most recent data show’s Minnesota
having a population of 5.7 million. There
was an increase of over 400,000 people, or
7.6%, between 2010 and 2020. This change
was similar to the United States average,
and Blue Earth County’s increase was very
similar as well. The County’s population of
just over 69,100 was an increase of about
5,100 people, or 8.0%.

The Census information helps paint a picture
of where Blue Earth County residents live and
how the population has moved. For example,
the townships surrounding Mankato’s areas
of growth on the north and east sides (Lime
and Mankato Townships) both saw sizable
population decreases, but those were due to
parts of the townships becoming part of the
City of Mankato.
Another story in the 2020 Census data is the
change in the County’s racial composition.
The growth between 2010 and 2020 was
due to an increase in the number of people
who identified as Black, Indigenous, or a
Person of Color (BIPOC).
The County’s BIPOC population increased by
nearly 6,300 in the past ten years, but the
number of White Non-Hispanic residents
decreased nearly 1,200. Blue Earth County’s
BIPOC population is now 17% of the overall
population.

The Census data will help the County
make decisions about changes to services
it provides residents and businesses as it
includes detailed demographic information
such as age, household size, and other
economic and social data in addition to
information about race. How the County
provides human services, maintains or build
roads, and considers planning and zoning
matters all rely on Census data.
This new population data will also be used
to redistrict voters for the 2022 election.
Redistricting is the process of redrawing
the boundaries of election districts all the
way down to the county commissioners and
city wards. Redistricting is important so that
every person is equally represented at the
federal, state, and local levels. Much like
voting, the Census data also shows us that it
is important to count each person; Amboy’s
population grew by one individual while
Skyline’s population shrunk by one.

Population Change Between 2010 & 2020

Other trends in the County’s data match the
trends at the state and national levels. The
population of Mankato grew by more than
5,100 people in the past ten years, but the
rest of the county lost population which
lowered the county’s overall increase.
The cities and towns of the County also
experienced population change differently.
Some of the Areas (Outside Mankato) That
Grew the Most Include:
• Eagle Lake +856
• Madison Lake +230
• Garden City Township +155
Some Areas That Lost the Most Population
Include:
• St. Clair -118
• South Bend Township -101
• Ceresco Township -58

To qualify for a homestead, you must own a property, occupy the property as your sole or
primary residence, be a Minnesota resident and apply by December 31st. Receiving a homestead
classification may qualify your property for a Homestead Market Value Exclusion or property
tax refund depending on the value of your property. If eligible, the homestead market value
exclusion will be applied to the next tax year.
To apply for homestead classification, please complete an
application (www.blueearthcountymn.gov/Homesteads). The
county assessor may at any time ask you to submit an additional
application or provide other documentation to verify that you
continue to meet the requirements for homestead classification.

Effectively & Efficiently Delivering Essential Services

The 2020 Census reports updated population
counts for every person living in the United
States. The Census occurs every 10 years
and plays an important role in ensuring
fair representation in government and
distribution of over $675 billion in federal
funds.

The system was purchased with grant funds during the pandemic to help
minimize close contact between inmates and staff. Benefits include the ability
to scan subjects in a standing position, efficiency with exceptional image quality
(4-second scan) and a significant reduction in the need for strip searches.

Homestead Classification
Deadline Changed to Dec. 31

OMMUNICATOR

Census Count Shows Blue Earth County Grows in
Residents & Diversity

The system is used to detect weapons and contraband (drugs, phones, explosives,
etc.) hidden in body cavities and elsewhere on new arrestees. Unlike the units
you may see at an airport, this body scanning system uses a low-level of x-ray
transmitted through the body, like a medical exam but a much lower dose.
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STAY
CONNECTED
with Blue Earth County

Connect with us by mail at
PO Box 168, Mankato, MN 56002-0168
or by submitting your comment online at
www.blueearthcountymn.gov/connect

ADOPT

Now That’s Treading New Ground!
From the seed bed to the tire tread, MN soybean farmers are “Driving Soy” with a statewide campaign
to give back to local communities by donating sets of soy-based tires to local Sheriff’s Offices.
The Blue Earth County Corn and Soybean Growers Association donated a set of tires for a Blue Earth
County squad car. Hislop Farms and Ag Enterprises, LLC were able to present the tires to Sheriff’s
Office staff in August. The donation was valued at almost $800.00.

A HIGHWAY

Thank you, Blue Earth County Corn and Soybean Growers Association, for the donation!

The Blue Earth County Adopt-A-Highway Program is an opportunity for citizens
to help improve the beauty of our highway roadsides with community help.
Companies, clubs, families, or organizations have an opportunity to make a
commitment to keeping Blue Earth County looking clean by “adopting”
segments of highway and pledging to keep them litter free.

Library System Happenings

Maker Mondays are a time for learning and
exploring using all sorts of tools, technology
and skills.
In March of 2021, the Library started
publishing a monthly newsletter - Unshelved.
The newsletter features new releases and
upcoming events.

The Library has resumed its regular family
storytime for all ages! Storytime is scheduled
every week on Tuesdays and Thursdays at
10:30am. These events, like all library events,
are free and open to the public.

You can join the email distribution list by
signing up at beclibrary.org.

More information can be found by visiting
www.beclibrary.org/calendar.

Registration is required for the events by
calling 507-304-4002. Ages and skill levels
are noted for each project. The projects
are made possible with support from
Minnesota’s Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund
and the people of Minnesota for Library
Legacy activities.
For details on upcoming Maker Mondays
projects, visit beclibrary.org.

Sealing Criminal Records

County Attorney’s Office Launches Online Application Proccess for Sealing
Records to Enhance Justice.
According to the FBI, nearly one in three adults in America has a criminal record. Long after
people have fulfilled their obligations to the justice system, criminal records and the collateral
consequences that follow serve as barriers to jobs, housing, education and more, preventing
people from serving as productive members of our community. Studies have shown very few
people who are eligible to seal their records successfully apply. Among those whose records are
sealed, very few commit new crimes and (on average) they experience a significant increase in
wages and employment within the next two years.
The County Attorney’s Office has recently launched a new webpage explaining the process of
sealing records (also known as expungement). The webpage explains what criminal records can
be sealed, addresses waiting periods, and has a link to apply to have a record sealed.

Blue Earth County provides signs along the adopted road segments to
recognize the volunteer efforts. Segments are typically two miles in length and
groups are asked to pick up litter three times a year. This program offers a
great team building experience for group organizations and families alike.
For more information on how your group can sponsor a section of Blue Earth
County highway, contact Blue Earth County Public Works at 507-304-4025.

Public Health Pandemic Update

Vaccinated Residents Data
Recent data indicates 63.2% of Blue Earth County residents (ages 16+) have received the
COVID-19 vaccine. Public Health continues to encourage residents to get vaccinated and, if
eligible, receive a booster dose of the vaccine. The goal is to save lives by ensuring all Blue
Earth County residents who wish to be immunized against COVID-19 are vaccinated. If you, or
someone you know, would like to get the COVID-19 vaccine and need assistance, please call
Public Health at 507-304-4117.

Mobile App to Access Immunization Records
The MN Department of Health recently announced a mobile app that allows Minnesotans to
easily access their immunization record through their smartphones or other mobile devices
by using an app called Docket. Docket enables residents with a Minnesota Immunization
Information Connection (MIIC) record to securely view and share their immunization records.
The app provides a PDF document of the immunization record that can be saved to your
mobile device, printed, emailed, or texted as needed. For more information please visit the
Minnesota Department of Health’s website.
A Special Thanks
Public Health held vaccine clinics at the Government Center, the former MRCI building on Map
Drive, and Lincoln Community Center. While they still continue to vaccinate individuals, the
need for manpower isn’t as great. During the largest clinics, Public Health had the assistance
of many volunteers including, but not limited to MN Responds volunteers, staff, resources
from many county departments, partnerships with local healthcare providers and pharmacies
and many others. We sincerely want to thank past and present volunteers for their time and
dedication supporting vaccinations over the course of the last nine months!

To learn more, or to apply, visit www.blueearthcountymn.gov/sealmyrecord.

CITIZEN COMMITTEE
OPENINGS

Notables

Human Services is accepting applications for
the following citizen committees:
Advisory Committee
Mental Health Task Force
Social Services Task Force

For more information on the committees
or to apply, visit
www.blueearthcountymn.gov/hscommittees
or call 507-304-4064.
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Blue Earth County is using a new platform to
auction surplus inventory online.
Use the QR code above or visit
www.blueearthcountymn.gov to see current
auction items.

Property Statements
Property tax statements are available 24/7
online by visiting the county's website at
www.blueearthcountymn.gov/propertyinfo,
entering the property address, and navigating
to the link under View Notices and Statements.

Road & Bridge
Construction
Project Updates
County Road 57 (N Riverfront Dr) at Hwy 14
WW Blacktopping completed a cooperative
project between Blue Earth County, MnDOT,
and the City of Mankato to reconstruct the
intersection with two tear drop roundabouts at
all exit and entrance ramps. The trail beneath
the overpass bridges was also upgraded.
County Road 27 north of Hwy 14
Mathiowetz Construction has completed a
6-mile project from US Highway 14 to County
Road 2 at the north County line. Work included
shoulder widening, new drainage culverts and
tile crossings, recycling the existing pavement
and base, and adding new pavement.
County Road 1 (Old Hwy 66)
Mathiowetz Construction is reconstructing 2.8
miles from County Road (CR) 9 to CR 90. This is
the third and final stage of major reconstruction
of this former state highway that travels from
Good Thunder to Mankato. This project spans
over two construction seasons. The road will
temporarily be re-opened with a gravel surface
until the 2022 construction season commences.
County Road 27 (Agency St) in Eagle Lake
Dirt Merchant Inc is nearly done reconstructing
the road to replace failing city watermain and
sanitary sewer utilities. The project also included
storm sewer replacement and continuous
sidewalk.
County Road 82 (Victory Drive)
Dirt Merchant Inc has completed road
reconstruction
including
new
concrete
pavement, storm sewer and a 10’ wide trail
along the west side of the project. There were
project delays due to unforeseen material and
manufacturing delays of the light poles and the
new traffic signal system that will be installed
in early November.
Bridge Projects
Bridge replacement funding was received for
four rural County owned bridges as part of the
2020 State bonding bill. County Road (CR) 7
bridge over the Maple River is currently under
construction. Other bridges scheduled to be
replaced in 2021/2022 are CR 151 bridge over
the Maple River, CR 40 bridge over Willow Creek
and CR 169 bridge over the Little Cobb River.
Paving Projects
Pavement overlays were
placed on County Roads
10, 13, 40, 125 & 129.

