OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

BLUE EARTH COUNTY, MINNESOTA
October 10, 2000

The County Board of Commissioners met in the Commissioners' Room at 9:00 a.m.  Present were Acting-Chairperson Al Bennett, Commissioner Tom McLaughlin, Commissioner Alvis More, Commissioner Lin Barnes, County Attorney Ross Arneson and County Administrator Dennis McCoy.

1.
AGENDA REVIEW
Commissioner McLaughlin moved and Commissioner More seconded the motion to approve the amended Agenda to include Seven Tobacco License Applications.  The motion carried.  2000-371

2.
COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS ON COMMITTEES
The Commissioners reported on committees they have attended since the last Board Meeting.

3.
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES
Mr. Dennis McCoy, County Administrator, presented the following items for the Boards consideration.

Commissioner McLaughlin moved and Commissioner More seconded the motion to approve the September 26, 2000 Board Minutes.  The motion carried.  2000-372

Commissioner More moved and Commissioner McLaughlin seconded the motion to approve the following Bills:




Bills for the Week of October 2-6, 2000





Grand Total

$546,164.40




Bills for the Week of October 9-13, 2000





Grand Total

$1,885,984.37

The motion carried.  2000-373

Commissioner More moved and Commissioner McLaughlin seconded the motion to approve the following Personnel items:

Employment of Nancy Rigdon, Public Health Nurse (C42) with a starting salary of $15.68 per hour effective October 11, 2000.   (Human Service)

Resignation of Adam Gray, Dispatcher (part time) (B23) effective September 24, 2000.  (Sheriff)

Authorization to initiate recruitment for three Dispatchers (part time) (B23).  (Sheriff)

Resignation of Joshua Milow, Probation Officer (C42) effective October 24, 2000.  (Community Corrections)

Authorization to initiate recruitment for a Probation Officer (C42).  (Community Corrections)

Authorization to initiate recruitment for a Waste and Recycling Technician I (part time) (A12).  (Environmental Service)

Resignation of Jill Branson, Sexual Violence Resource Center Program Coordinator (C42) effective October 13, 2000.  (Human Service)

Authorization to initiate recruitment for a Sexual Violence Resource Center Program Coordinator (C42).  (Human Service)

The motion carried.  2000-374
(Adjust Budgets Accordingly)

4. COUNTY DITCH #25 PUBLIC HEARING

Pursuant to publication, a Public Hearing was held for a petition by Elwyn Tinklenberg, Commissioner of Transportation, for the right to make minor alterations or changes in County Ditch #25 in Blue Earth County.  Blue Earth County Commissioners Alvis More, Tom McLaughlin, and Al Bennett, acting as the Drainage Authority pursuant to M.S. 103E.005, Subd. 9, held a Public Hearing, at the Blue Earth County Courthouse on October 10, 2000.  The Public Hearing was opened for public comments by Commissioner Bennett at 6:15 p.m.

Officials present included Land Records Director Sandra King, County Attorney Ross Arneson, County Administrator Dennis McCoy and Engineer Chad Surprenant.  A listing of others present is included as part of the record.  The proceedings were tape-recorded.

Mrs. Sandra King, Land Records Director, verified that all Jurisdictional Documents and Notices are in order.  A message from Mr. Doug Losee, DNR, stated that no DNR Commissioner’s Advisory Report was needed for the project. 

Mr. Rolin Sinn, MnDOT, gave an overview of the project.

The engineer made a presentation and provided a written report.

All parties present were given an opportunity to express their concerns and opinions.  No public comments were made. 

Commissioner More moved and Commissioner McLaughlin seconded the motion to approve the Order:

ORDER OF COUNTY BOARD

RE:
PETITION OF STATE OF MINNESOTA, BY ELWYN TINKLENBERG, ITS COMMISSIONER OF TRANSPORTATION, FOR THE RIGHT TO MAKE MINOR ALTERATIONS OR CHANGES IN COUNTY DITCH NO. 25 IN Blue Earth County:

The above-entitled matter came on for hearing before the County Board of Blue Earth County, in the County Commissioners’ Room in the Courthouse, in Mankato, Minnesota, on the 10th day of October, 2000, at 6:15 o’clock p.m.


The petitioner appeared by Rolin Sinn, MnDOT.

The petitioner presented evidence in support of its petition for permission to make minor alterations or changes in Blue Earth County Ditch No. 25, all as shown in the plan sheets attached to the petition.

It was made to appear that the minor alterations or changes in said County Ditch No. 25 petitioned for by the petitioner would be advantageous or desirable in the maintenance and construction of Trunk Highway No. 83.

It was further made to appear that said minor alterations or changes in said County Ditch No. 25 would in no way impair the efficiency or functioning of the drainage system.

The County Board having heard the evidence adduced by the petitioner in support of its petition for permission to make minor alterations or changes in Blue Earth County Ditch No. 25, all as shown in plan sheets marked Exhibit “A,” and made a part thereof, hereby makes its Order consenting to and granting permission to said petitioner to make the minor alterations or changes in the Blue Earth County Ditch No. 25, all as shown in exhibit marked “A” and made a part thereof, said minor alterations or changes to be made at the sole cost and expense of the State of Minnesota.

The Board further orders that the petitioner, State of Minnesota, by Elwyn Tinklenberg, Commissioner of Transportation, pay to the County of Blue Earth the sum of $135.20 for publication fees and $0 for filing fees, incurred by said County in this matter.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that damages, if any, for any additional lands necessary for said changes or alterations shall be paid by the petitioner herein.

The motion carried.  2000-375

Commissioner Bennett closed the Public Hearing 6:27 p.m., October 10, 2000.

5. REGION 9 UPDATE 

Mr. Russ Wille, Executive Director, gave an overview of Region 9 Services provided to Blue Earth County.

Commissioner Barnes joined the Board Meeting.

3.
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES
Mr. Dennis McCoy, County Administrator, continued to present items for the Board’s consideration.

Commissioner Barnes moved and Commissioner McLaughlin seconded the motion to approve Tax Abatements to Dakota, Minnesota & Eastern Railroad, for taxes payable in 1999 and 2000 for property located in Mapleton R15-24-04-430-014 K-445557.  The motion carried.  2000-376

Commissioner McLaughlin moved and Commissioner More seconded the motion to approve the Reappraisal of tax-forfeited land, including the forfeited land that has been on the public sale list in prior years and will continue on the public sale list this year and the following Resolution to withhold a parcel from the public sale list and a Resolution to approve the tax-forfeited land public sale list and terms:

BLUE EARTH COUNTY BOARD RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE WITHHOLDING OF TAX FORFEITED LAND 

FROM THE PUBLIC SALE LIST

WHEREAS, in accordance with Minn. Stat. 282.01, subd. 1a-1e, tax forfeited lands may be conveyed to a governmental subdivision of the state for an authorized public use; and

WHEREAS, the Township of Judson has requested the following parcels to be withheld from the Tax-Forfeited Public Sale for possible future acquisition:

Parcel ID#38-02-33-453-003
Parcel ID#38-02-33-455-001

Western Town Lot Co. 2nd Addition
Tract in SW ¼ of SE ¼, 33-109-28

Lot 5, Block 6
Described in Exhibit “A” attached

Judson Township
Judson Township

WHEREAS, the County Board is required to withhold the parcels from conveyance or sale to anyone else for six months; and 

WHEREAS, the Deputy County Administrator/Land Records Director recommends this withholding based on the written request and statement of facts submitted by the governmental subdivision.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Blue Earth County Board of Commissioners hereby approves the withholding request from the Township of Judson for the possible conveyance of the above-described parcels of tax-forfeited land.

And

BLUE EARTH COUNTY BOARD RESOLUTION

BE IT RESOLVED, that all parcels of tax-forfeited land listed on List of Tax-Forfeited Land be classified as nonconservation land; that the basic sale price of each parcel on List of Tax-Forfeited Land, which is on file with the Deputy County Administrator/Land Records Director, be approved and authorization for a public sale of this land be granted, pursuant to M.S. 282.01; that the sale will be held at 9:00 A.M., Tuesday, November 21, 2000 by the Deputy County Administrator/Land Records Director at the Land Records Conference Room, 2nd Floor, Blue Earth County Nichols Building, 410 Jackson Street, Mankato, MN, for not less than the basic sale price; and that all sales shall be full payment.

The motion carried.  2000-377


Commissioner Barnes moved and Commissioner More seconded the motion to approve the following proclamation.

PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, Boy Scouts of America provides young men with opportunities to learn teamwork, develop their skills and face positive challenges; and

WHEREAS, Scouting provides a healthy outlet for men in a challenging and demanding society; and

WHEREAS, Scouting enables young men to display individual initiative, teamwork and pride in themselves and their community; and

WHEREAS, Kelly M. Anderson, Mitchell Oachs, and Aaron Domeier, Boy Scouts of America – St. Clair Troop #130, have attained the rank of Eagle Scout, scoutings highest honor;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT The Blue Earth County Board of Commissioners recognizes and congratulates Kelly M. Anderson, Mitchell Oachs, and Aaron Domeier, for attaining the rank of Eagle Scout.

The motion carried.  2000-378

Commissioner More moved and Commissioner Barnes seconded the motion to accept a petition for minor alterations to Blue Earth County Ditch #63, appoint I & S Engineers as the Engineer and set a Public Hearing for 9:15 a.m. on December 7, 2000.  The motion carried.  2000-379

Commissioner Barnes moved and Commissioner McLaughlin seconded the motion to approve the following:

RESOLUTION OF 

BLUE EARTH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

AUTHORIZING A CLEAN WATER PARTNERSHIP 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE APPLICATION 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Blue Earth County Board of Commissioners that it hereby designates Julie Conrad, Blue Earth County Water Plan Coordinator, as the Project Representative for Urban Stream Assessment at the Bend in the River - Mankato, Clean Water Partnership Project.  

The Project Representative will have the authority to represent Blue Earth County in all matters that do not specifically require action by the Blue Earth County Board of Commissioners.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Blue Earth County Board of Commissioners that the Project Representative designated above is hereby authorized to submit to the MPCA a Clean Water Partnership Financial Assistance Application for the Urban Stream Assessment at the Bend in the River - Mankato.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Blue Earth County Board of Commissioners that the total cost of the project is expected to be $397,194.  The Blue Earth County Board of Commissioners would be responsible for the total project costs with the assistance from contributing sponsors as detailed in the application.  A grant, if awarded, could provide up to 50% of the total project costs.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Blue Earth County Board of Commissioners that submittal of an application does not obligate Blue Earth County to accept a grant if so offered.  

The motion carried.  2000-380    
(Adjust Budgets Accordingly)

Commissioner McLaughlin moved and Commissioner More seconded the motion to approve the following 2000-2001 Tobacco License Applications:


Dietz Foods, 202 East Main, Mapleton


Uptown Tavern, 101 East Main Street, St. Clair


Eagle Express, 401 Parkway Avenue, Eagle Lake, MN


Southern Valley Co-op Convenience Store, 325 County Road 28 South, St. Clair


Maple Mart, 407 Silver Street East, Mapleton


LeHillier Quick Mart, Highway 169 South/Hawley Street, Southbend Township


Eagles Nest, 100 Second Street North, Eagle Lake

The motion carried.  2000-381

6.
PUBLIC WORKS

Mr. Al Forsberg, Director of Public Works, presented the following items for the Board’s consideration.


Pursuant to publication, bids were received, opened and reviewed for the following public works project, with the following results:

Project:  CR 132 Bridge Replacement



Bidders:
Amount of Bid:

Mathiowetz Construction Co., Sleepy Eye
$  86,216.20

Midwest Contracting LLC, Marshall
$  90,044.00

Landwehr Heavy Moving, St. Cloud
$  97,323.80

Borneke Construction, Eagle Lake
$  99,843.00

Contractors Edge, Good Thunder
$116,629.00





Commissioner Barnes moved and Commissioner McLaughlin seconded the motion to accept the low bid of $86,216.20 from Mathiowetz Construction Co., Sleepy Eye, MN.

The motion carried.  2000-382


Commissioner McLaughlin moved and Commissioner More seconded the motion to approve the following:

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the County of Blue Earth has applied to the Commissioner of Transportation for a grant from the Minnesota State Transportation Fund for the construction of County Bridge No. 07J08 over a ditch on County Road No. 132, and;

WHEREAS, the amount of the grant has been determined to be $75,854.20 by reason of the lowest responsible bid.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED; That the County of Blue Earth does hereby affirm that any cost of the bridge in excess of the grant will be appropriated from the funds available to the County of Blue Earth, and that any grant monies appropriated for the bridge but not required, based on the final estimate, shall be returned to the Minnesota State Transportation Fund.

The motion carried.  2000-383


Pursuant to publication, bids were received, opened and reviewed for the following public works projects, with the following results:

Project:  CR 145 Bridge Replacement and Grading



Bidders:
Amount of Bid:

Mathiowetz Construction Co., Sleepy Eye
$ 289,807.48

Contractors Edge, Good Thunder
$ 299,130.30

Midwest Contracting LLC, Marshall
$ 309,441.80

Borneke Construction, Eagle Lake
$ 370,983.37




Commissioner McLaughlin moved and Commissioner Barnes seconded the motion to accept the low bid of $289,807.48 from Mathiowetz Construction Co., Sleepy Eye, MN.

The motion carried.   2000-384

Commissioner Barnes moved and Commissioner McLaughlin seconded the motion to approve the following:

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the County of Blue Earth has applied to the Commissioner of Transportation for a grant from the Minnesota State Transportation Fund for the construction of County Bridge No. 07J07 over an unnamed stream on County Road No. 145, and;

WHEREAS, the amount of the grant has been determined to be $67,542.45 by reason of the lowest responsible bid.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED; that the County of Blue Earth does hereby affirm that any cost of the bridge in excess of the grant will be appropriated from the funds available to the County of Blue Earth, and that any grant monies appropriated for the bridge but not required, based on the final estimated, shall be returned to the Minnesota State Transportation Fund.

The motion carried. 
2000-385

Commissioner More moved and Commissioner McLaughlin seconded the motion to approve the following:

RESOLUTION

BE IT RESOLVED that the County of Blue Earth enter into an agreement with the State of Minnesota, Department of Transportation for the following purposes, to wit:

To provide maintenance and electrical energy for the highway lighting systems on Trunk Highway No. 14 at County State Aid Highway No. 3, and on Trunk Highway No. 66 at County State Aid Highway No. 90 in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth and contained in Agreement No. 80562M, a copy of which was before the Board.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proper County officers be and hereby are authorized to execute such agreement and any amendments, and thereby assume for and on behalf of the County all of the contractual obligations contained therein.

The motion carried.  2000-386

Commissioner Barnes moved and Commissioner McLaughlin seconded the motion to accept the offer of $208,600 from MnDOT to purchase the Blue Earth County Kasota Pit Parcels 214 & 214B.  The land acquisition is for the improvement of Trunk Highway #22.  The motion carried.  2000-387
(Adjust Budgets Accordingly)

Commissioner McLaughlin moved and Commissioner More seconded the motion to approve the following Resolution approving the Grant Agreement with the State of Minnesota to inspect the Rapidan Dam:

BLUE EARTH COUNTY

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the County of Blue Earth is the owner of the Rapidan Dam located in the county; and 


WHEREAS, the dam is in disrepair and needs to be inspected; and 

WHEREAS, the County and the State want to have the dam inspected; and 

WHEREAS, the State will provide funds to inspect the dam; and 

WHEREAS, the State has prepared a grant agreement to be entered into by the County and the State:

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Blue Earth County Board approves the grant agreement with the State of Minnesota for inspection of the dam and authorized the County Engineer to execute this agreement and be the County’s authorized agent for this grant.

The motion carried.  2000-388
(Adjust Budgets Accordingly)

Commissioner McLaughlin moved and Commissioner Barnes seconded the motion to adjourn the Board Meeting at 7:45 p.m.  The motion carried.  2000-389
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